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Courts-martial records as they came to the National Archives at left. They may not be in 
archival housing but they are otherwise fine.  VA XC files at right.
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In 2010 NARAand the VA officially agreed to a records schedule that made Deceased 
Veterans Claims, also known as XC Files, the property of the National Archives 60 years 
after their date of transfer. This first transfer was 12,864 cubic feet. Cartoon found at 
http://ponderingprinciples.com/tag/veterans/    dated 5/9/14
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We can use these records reconstruct the service of a veteran whose record had been 
destroyed in the devastating 1973 National Personnel Records Center fire. They are also 
ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƻƭΗ /ƭƻŎƪǿƛǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŜŦǘΣ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ WƻƘƴ tƘƛƭƛǇ {ƻǳǎŀΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΣ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ōȅ ŀ 
veteran (the bartender) who was looking for work, excerpt from a finding of insanity 
where the veteran was said to have delusions of grandeur and thought he was a close 
friend of President Harding.
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Arranged numerically but not consecutively. 
Some claim files from World WarI are still open! And a few from the Spanish-American 
War, and 1 from the Civil War! See tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ aΦ ά{ǘƛƭƭ CƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊΥ 
±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ .ŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ [ƛǾŜ ƻƴ [ƻƴƎ !ŦǘŜǊ .ǳƭƭŜǘǎ {ǘƻǇΣ Wall Street Journalonline, May 9, 
2014, 
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702303603904579493830954152
394
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Records examined at/shipped from Lenexa; database entry and survey at Valmeyer; 
database QC and survey at Spanish Lake (St. Louis suburb). Staffŀǘ ǘƘŜ btw/Ωǎ Valmeyer
annex charged with surveying and creating database.
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v/ΩƎthe spreadsheet against the boxes of records revealed many discrepancies. This 
ǿŀǎ ŘǳŜ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŀŎŎǳǊŀŎƛŜǎ ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ 
staff at Valmeyerwere familiar with. 
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Not beingable to see the claim number range makes searching extra difficult. And 
sometimes the labels stick so well that they tear off the numbers.
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Preservation staff surveyed more than 100 boxes that had been flagged and bagged for 
mold. Noneof them were moldy. I later surveyed another 100 boxes and found five of 
them had mold; these were bagged and sent to Preservation for cleaning. 

9



TheLenexa staff discovered 117 boxes filled with these index cardsτthe index to our 
transfer. We later learned we had microfilmed index cards for VA records in our 
building.
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Box 8374 hascases 820118-820180. Box 8376 has cases 169759-169790. 

11



About100boxes hadbeen damaged by water and soot, so they all had to be surveyed. 
CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƳƻƭŘȅΦ
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[ŜǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŀǎƛŎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
search.  

13


