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The Civil War in Letters

A New berrv L1btary Tr'ulscnpnon Prolect

Whether you are an expert. or an enthusiast of Civil War history, you can aid research and enrich the historical record by transcribing these handwritten

letters and reviewing the work of other transcribers. For more detailed instructions, see the transcription instructions and tips

Read about this project, then click on a letter below to begin transcribing, or browse the collections to learn more about their contents.

This transcription project was launched in conjunction with the exhibition, "Home Front: Daily Life in the Civil War North." on view at the Newberry from
September 2013 to March 2014

Carlos W. Colby Letters (transcription Complete) @rowse collection)

| 7..
B ;
| | |

John D. Beach Letters @rowse collection)

Edward W. Curtis Letters (transcription complete) @rowse collection)

, |

George Deal Letters (transcription complete) @rowse collection)

&\ .
—_—== ’ ¢ |
o . i
|
L . 2 - 1



U idaad's Cxpice. SIE K@ Sty
Yo doa. Veeee Copee . Alpd

7}” & (([((,2 (Sl Geod @ Qoo };(?,(‘/ &q I ar CK

7 IR erroees Iertece s ; (/2/1247 daé/((aéf @ K/Qe/fa (t«a(f’ 0/
A (Z;:é/éac( / /7;~m SO TRy 5 5 67(/? Gee. Aot Kok .
& X . ¢/«4 A e /zﬁ b ot bigk e teey, loakiorns <eeels & at”
el 5 M Ay i g ghp it o iy
C/qzw ’A @tﬁé}‘/ Lk oa At b ile, e dece /Q;W&T
é&:;;;}ad &ﬁ,rﬁ\é Co & o ¢ IF\illchabrd ReilgtoLagra BMl\glélr(;gg4Loudon,TN,Apil 16, 1864
O W, IO, o o




Our Banner in the Sky, Frederic Edwin Church, 1861
Terra Foundation for American Art, Chicago, Daniel J. Terra
Collection, 1992.27
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Newberry's Civil War exhibit moves beyond the battles

Library's exhibit offers fresh, engaging perspective

Related Articles -

Newberry exhibit to showease children's books

September 25, 2013 | Steve Johnson | Tribune reporter September 25, 2008

= & share |(247| | G#1| 0O Newberry Salutes Old America

e . - . . January 17, 1992
In the landscape painting "Hunter Mountain, Twilight," context is
everything. A peekat Aztec life

It was painted in 1866, after the nation, too, had been denuded by the Civil September 26, 2006

War. And the artist, Sanford Robinson Gifford, had served in the Union

Rimipand lsta bosther o thewar: Newberry Library Sets Sail For New World With

Columbus
So the purple twilight means more than just the dimming of a day in New
York's Catskill Mountains. And the stumps in a field that occupy the
image's foreground are more that just the remnants of felled trees.

February 7, 1992

Find More Stories About A

Newberry Library

Home Front

Somber and mournful, the painting is the powerful closing image of a new exhibition at the Newberry Library, "Home
Front: Daily Life in the Civil War North," that itself paints a nuanced picture of what the war was like for those not
directly involved in battle or statesmanship.

When we think of the Civil War, it is often in terms of blues and grays battling grimly in a field or, thanks to recent
popular culture, of President Abraham Lincoln steering the nation through it.

But "Home Front," opening Friday, delivers a fresh and thoroughly engaging perspective.

It uses paintings of the period, scores of documents from the Newberry's trove, the era's patriotic sheet music and new
recordings of some of the songs, and objects ranging from a woman's dress showing the seepage of military uniforms into
fashion to a Myriopticon, a postwar Milton Bradley toy that encouraged children to revisit grisly scenes from the conflict
via a backlit, box-mounted secroll.

The historical library, in organizing the show in conjunction with Chicago's Terra Foundation for American Art, wanted
to tell a Civil War story that visitors might not be so familiar with, said Daniel Greene, exhibit co-curator and the
Newberry's vice president for research and academic programs.

Separate sections address the cotton trade in advance of the war, the concurrent American Indian Wars ir
role of women and how the war played out in Chicago.

Steve Johnson, “Newberry’s Civil War Exhibit Moves Beyond the
Battles,” Chicago Tribune (Chicago, IL), September 25, 2013

And if that happens to make you think about the distance we've had in contemporary America from our wars, well, that's
just fine with Greene and co-curator Peter John Brownlee, the Terra Foundation's associate curator.

"What this show shows is that even if you're at a distance from war, you are intimately bound with it," Gre
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Szathmary Culinary Manuscripts and Cookbooks

8988 0f 9379 pages have been transcribed!

70% started

68% started 69% started

15% started 62% started 63% started 65% started

NEW ENGLAND DURRELL STABLES EMILY NETUZED RECIPE DR. ARTEMUS BROWNS JOHN AND HENRY LOCKE CARRIE L. WIRTS MARY CARNEGIE AND
MANUSCRIPT SURVAYER OF THE BOOK, AUGUST 1874 BOOK OF RECIPES AND COOKERY ARCHIVE, ITEM COOKBOOK, 1917-1920 SUSAN GILLESPIE
COOKBOOK, CA. 1897 MELTINGS GOLD POT PRESCRIPTIONS, 1849 2. 183087 COOKBOOK, 1804-1905

BOOK, APRIL 25, 1814
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fhead = array('title' => html_escape(implode(' | ', $titleArray)));
echo head{$head);
if (get_option('scripto_image viewer") == 'openlayers') {

echo js_tag('OpenLayers');

/ jQuery is emabled by default in Omek in most themes.

'/ echo js_tag('jguery’, 'Jjavascripts /v
¥
B
¢script type="text/javascript":
JQuery{document ) . ready (function() {

'/ Handle edit transcription page.
JQuery("#scripto-transcription-page-edit').click({function{) {
jQuery( '#scripto-transcription-page-edit").
prop( 'disabled’, true).
text{'<?php echo _ ('Editing transcription...'}; ?»");
jQuery.post(
<Iphp echo js_escape{url('scripto/index/page-action’)); 3,

{

page_action: 'edit’,

page: 'transcription’,

item_id: <?php echo js_escape($this->doc->getId()); 2>,
file_id: <?php echo js_escape($this->doc->getPageld()); ?»,
wikitext: jQuery('#scripto-transcription-page-wikitext').val()

}J

L]
functionidata) { S' l 1 l O
JQuery(*#scripto-transcription-page-edit”).

prop('disabled', false).
text('<2?php echo _ ("Edit transcription'}; 2:»");
JQuery( *#scripto-transcription-page-html®).html(data);
)s
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JQuery( "#scripto-talk-page-edit').click(function() {
JQuery( '#scripto-talk-page-edit').
prop( 'disabled’, true).
text{'«<?php echo _ ('Editing discussion..."'); ?>');
jQuery.post(
<2php echo js_escape{url('scripto/index/page-action')); 2>,

{
page_action: "edit’',
page: 'talk",
item_id: <?php echo js_escape($this->doc->getId()); ?»,
file_id: <?php echo js_escape($this->»doc->getPageld()); 2=,
wikitext: jQuery('#scripto-talk-page-wikitext').val()

s

functioni(data) {
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Home / Francema A. Mason Letters / Otis Mason to Francema Mason, Wauhatchie Valley, TN, May 1

Otis Mason to Francema Mason, Wauhatchie Valley, TN, May 1, 1864
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War’s End
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Newberry Library, 2014

Photo credit: Catherine Gass




Otis Mason to
Francema Mason
Wauhatchie Valley
TN, May 1

25% Started

Otis Mason to
Francema Mason,
Nashville, TN, Oct
25, 1863

Needs Review

Otis Mason to
Francema Mason,
Bowling Green, KY.
Nov. 4, ...

Completed
e

Otis Mason to
Francema Mason,
Nashville, TN, Oct
17. 1863

Completed
]

Otis Mason to
Francema Mason,
Wauhatchie Valley
TN, Apr.

Completed
[

Otis Mason to
Francema Mason,
Chattahouchee, GA,
Nov. 11,..

Otis Mason to
Francema Mason,
near Chattahouchee
GA, Sept.

50% Started

Otis Mason to
Francema Mason,
East Atlanta, GA.
Sept. 13,..

Needs Review

Otis Mason to
Francema Mason
Mitchellville, KY, Dec.
15-17...

Completed
—

Otis Mason to
Francema Mason
Nashville, TN, Oct.
21, 1863

Completed
[ —

Otis Mason to
Francema Mason
Wauhatchie Valley,
TN, Apr...

Completed
ey

Otis Mason to
Francema Mason,
Madison, IN, May 24
1865

Otis Mason to
Francema Mason
Nashville, TN, Oct
14, 1863

75% Started

Otis Mason to
Francema Mason,
near Atlanta, GA
Aug. 7, 1864 ..

Needs Review

Otis Mason to
Francema Mason,
Mitchellville, KY, Dec
28, ...

Completed
C—'

Otis Mason to
Francema Mason,
Nashville, TN, Nov.
13, 1863

Completed
L —]

Otis Mason to
Francema Mason
Near Kingston, GA,
May 20,..

Completed
[

Otis Mason to
Francema Mason,
Atlanta, GA, Sept. 25,
1864
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A prominent place in our
collective memory. Paintings and photographs,
plays and movies, novels, poetry, and \un:'\ :
remind us of the struggle over the future of
slavery, Lincoln’s determination to save the
Union, and the brutality of brother fighting
against brother. Battles and battlefields occupy
us, too. Bull Run, Antietam, and Gettysburg
all conjure up images of desolate landscapes

strewn with war dead

Yet the frontlines were not the only landscapes
of the war. Countless civilians saw their daily
lives upended while the entire nation suffered.
This exhibition explores the deep connections
between Northern home fronts and Civil War
battle fronts, revealing that even those who
lived far from the fighting felt the war’s effects
every day. Home Front examines the cotton
economy, visions of slavery and freedom,
Indian wars, war relief work, and women's
changing roles as a result of the cataclysmic
conflict. It includes paintings from the Terra
Foundation for American Art and books,
gazines, photographs, correspondence,
and newspapers
) together,

ma,
sheet music, broadsides,
from the Newberry Libra
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EARLY MANUSCRIPTS

SCHOLARSHIP AT IOWA

SOCIAL JUSTICE

VAN ALLEN PAPERS

GERMANS IN IOWA

MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
EGG CARDS

PIONEER LIVES

WORLD WAR |l DIARIES AND
LETTERS

WORLD WAR | DIARIES AND
LETTERS

IOWA WOMEN'S LIVES: LETTERS
AND DIARIES

SZATHMARY CULINARY
MANUSCRIPTS AND COOKBOOKS

BUILDING THE
TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD

NILE KINNICK COLLECTION

CIVEL AR DIUES M) LETTERS DIY History, The University of lowa Libraries
diyhistory.lib.uiowa.edu
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Thank You!

Adam Strohm
astrohnm@iit.edu

The Civil War in Letters
publications.newberry.org/civilwarletters

DIY History
diyhistory.lib.uiowa.edu



