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Preservation of Photographs: 
 
NEDCC Preservation Leaflets – Section 5: 

https://www.nedcc.org/free-resources/preservation-leaflets/overview 

CoOL (Conservation OnLine): http://cool.conservation-us.org/ 

Photographic Materials Group (PMG) of American Institute for the Conservation of 
Historic and Artistic Works (AIC): 

http://www.conservation-us.org/publications/our-publications/specialty-
group/photographic-materials#.VyDDoPkrKM8 

 
Identifying Photographic Types: 
 

NEDCC Preservation Leaflets and CoOL (Conservation OnLine)  

Preservation Self-Assessment Program (PSAP) from the University of Illinois Library: 
https://psap.library.illinois.edu/format-id-guide 

Graphics Atlas from the Image Permanence Institute: http://www.graphicsatlas.org/ 
 
Learning About Photographic Processes: 
 

NEDCC Preservation Leaflets, CoOL, Photographic Materials Group of AIC, 
Preservation Self-Assessment Program, Graphics Atlas 

Eastman House – Notes on Photographs: http://notesonphotographs.eastmanhouse.org/ 

Alternative Photography: http://www.alternativephotography.com/wp/ 

Daguerreian Society: http://www.daguerre.org/ 

Chicago Albumen Works: http://www.albumenworks.com/ 
  





5 steps 

1. Finding a topic 
2. Researching a topic 
3. Selecting materials 
4. Arranging items 
5. Writing labels and interpretive  text 



Louis Daguerre in a 
Daguerreotype and an 
iPhone camera 
 



 



 



Constraints 

1. Limits of the exhibit space – size and 
harmful effects of the environment 

2. Audience preferences and expectations 

3. Budget 

4. What is in the archives’ holdings? 



What is in the archives’ holdings? 
Negatives 

 



What is in the archives’ holdings? 
Photographic Prints  

 



What is in the archives’ holdings? 
Direct Processes 

 



What is in the archives’ holdings? 
Inkjet Prints and Digital Photography 
 



What is in the archives’ holdings? 
Photoreprographic Materials 

 



What is in the archives’ holdings? 
Deteriorating Examples 

 



Constraints 

1. Limits of the exhibit space – size and 
harmful effects of the environment 

2. Audience preferences and expectations 
3. Budget 
4. What  is in the archives’ holdings? 
5. What can be borrowed? 



What can be borrowed? 

 



Planning the Exhibition 

Organization: 

• Chronological 

• By photographic process types 

• Other themes? 

Remember, play around, experiment, have 
fun – nothing is set in stone 



Resources for expanding knowledge 

Preservation of photographic materials: 
• NEDCC Preservation Leaflets (Section 5) 
• CoOL (Conservation OnLine) 
• Photographic Materials Group (PMG) of the 

American Institute foe the Conservation of 
Historic and Artistic Works (AIC) 

• Preservation Self-Assessment Program from 
the University of Illinois (U-C) Library 
 



NEDCC Preservation Leaflets 

 



Resources for expanding knowledge 

Identification of photographic materials: 
• NEDCC Preservation Leaflets (Section 5) 
• CoOL (Conservation OnLine) 
• Preservation Self-Assessment Program from 

the University of Illinois (U-C) Library 
• Graphics Atlas from the Image Permanence 

Institute 



Preservation Self-Assessment Program 

 



Graphics Atlas 

 



Resources for expanding knowledge 

Learning about photographic processes: 
• Eastman House – Notes on Photographs 
• Alternative Photography 
• Daguerreian Society 
• Chicago Albumen Works 



Alternative Photography 

 



Executing the Exhibition Plan 

• Protect the materials – Know the 
environment 

• Find representative examples 
• Interpretation 



Executing the Exhibition Plan 
• Interpretation continued 



Exploring preservation 

 



Events to accompany an exhibit 

 



Photographs aren’t only great 
supplements for exhibitions. 
  
They can be the exhibition. 
 
 
 
Thank you  
–Bryan Whitledge, Clarke Historical Library 
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