
How are moving image and 

recorded sound materials 

different to catalog? 
 

- Multiple creators 

- Multiple manifestations 

- More detail in record required for discovery 
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The types of data recorded on catalog 

records are divided into four categories: 
 

1 – Bibliographic Data 

     

2 – Physical Characteristics 

  

3 - Archival control  

  

4 – Subject(s) 

 

And can be cataloged three different ways  

(or levels). 
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Bibliographic Data 

- Original title  

- Country of origin  

- Director / Recording artist 

- Production company / Recording studio / 
Record label 

- Year of production and/or release  

- Language conditions 

- Location of physical item in collection 
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Physical Characteristics 
- number of items comprising the work/number of 

items held 

 Ex: 1 sound disc     OR       Ex: 3 film reels 

- length (in feet or meters) / run-time of disc 

- format (gauge or width / size and type of disc) 

- sound status, audio: playback speed 

- any serious defects 

- Preservation notes 

- For film: color status (B&W, Color) 

- For film: degree of completeness 
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Technical Metadata 

- File size (ex: 15 KB) 

- File type (ex: MPEG-4 Quicktime, WAV) 

- Transfer information: 
- Equipment / Software Used To Transfer 

- For audio: 
- Mono or stereo 

- Stylus size 

- EQ curve 

- For video:  
- FPS (Frames per second) 

- Mbps (megabytes per second) 
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Archival Control 

- date of acquisition 

- source of acquisition 

- method of acquisition (eg... gift, deposit, 

purchase, exchange, etc.) 

 

 

Source: Library of Congress Online Catalog 
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Subject(s) Data For Moving Images 

- Summery / Abstract / Description 

- Genres / Themes 

- Events depicted (including time periods 

and locations) 

- Actors / Actresses / Cast members 

- Variant titles 

- Copyright information 
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Subject(s) Data For Recorded 

Sound 

• Description (including track listings) 

• Manufacturer Number 

• Multiple artists / composers 

• Variant titles / titles of tracks 

• Accompanying material 

• Instrumentation 

– Ex: solo instrument with no accompaniment 
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Levels of Cataloging 

 

▪ First Level 

▪ Second Level 

▪ Third Level 
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First Level of Cataloging 

245: Title 

246: Varying form of title 

260: Date of distribution, release, or broadcast 

300: Physical description (format) 

5XX: Notes  
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Second Level of Cataloging 
 130 Uniform title 

245 Title and statement of responsibility 

246 Varying form of title 

250 Version, edition 

257 Country of production 

260 Distribution, release, broadcast 

300 Physical description 

440 Series traced 

490 Series untraced or traced differently 

500 General notes 

500 Sources used notes (optional, if sources listed elsewhere) 

505 Contents notes 

508 Credit notes 

511 Participants or performers notes 

520 Summary notes 

541 Source of acquisitions/Provenance notes 

655 Genre and form terms 

730 Controlled analytical added entry headings 

740 Uncontrolled related/analytical added entry headings 

830 Series added entry headings 
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Third Level of Cataloging 

 EVERYTHING! 
(That you can know about it that is.) 
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