MARGARET CROSS NORTON AWARD

GUIDELINES

I. Purpose of the Award

The purpose of the award is to both stimulate excellence in writing and also to recognize such excellence.  The award honors the best article published in two volumes of Archival Issues, as judged by a committee of three experienced archivists.

This award is named for the long-time state archivist of Illinois (1922-57), Margaret Cross Norton. It is particularly appropriate that a recognition for excellence in writing on archives, awarded by a journal known for honoring both practical experience and theoretical insight, should be named for Margaret Norton:

The significance of the role she…played in the evolution and maturation of archives administration in the United States can hardly be overestimated….  She did so, not by sitting at a glass-topped desk but by processing records and getting her hands dirty.  She thus acquired, in addition to her theoretical insight, an amount of practical experience unmatched at the time in most other state archival agencies….  This experience is embodied in [her] articles on aspects of record and archives administration….

These articles Margaret Norton later called ‘pot-boilers’ which, she claimed, were ‘written to meet a deadline and in the wee-small hours after a fatiguing day’s work.’…  A surprising number of them…were discussions of archival problems and techniques, and…many were devoted to areas of concern to the profession and to solutions she had developed.  Margaret Norton wrote with great facility and she wrote well.

II. Eligibility

Any individual who has published an article in the relevant volumes of Archival Issues is eligible for the Award.

III.  The Norton Award

A. The Award shall consist of a monetary prize (the size to be set by Council), and an attractive certificate bearing the title “Margaret Cross Norton Award.”

B. One award shall be made every even-numbered year, covering two full volumes of Archival Issues.  The Award shall be formally announced at the MAC Business Meeting or at a special award ceremony in conjunction with the Spring Meeting.  

C. The Award shall be publicized in the first MAC Newsletter following the meeting at which the Award is announced, and in the four issues of Archival Issues following announcement of the Award.

IV.  Committee Selection, Composition, and Length of Term

A. The Norton Award Committee shall consist of three members of the Midwest Archives Conference, including a Chair.  The Members shall be appointed by the Chair of the Archival Issues Editorial Board.

B.  The Chair of the Committee, and at least one of the other two members, shall have a strong record of publications or editorial experience.  No member of the Norton Award Committee may concurrently be a member of the Archival Issues Editorial Board, an officer of MAC, or a MAC Council member.

C.  Members of the Committee will be appointed to serve both on the Norton Award Committee and on the following New Author’s Award Committee, one year later (see separate guidelines for New Author’s Award).  

V.  Responsibilities and Duties

A. The Editorial Board Chair will establish, in conjunction with the Committee Chair, a timetable for the Committee’s deliberations, based on the schedule of the Spring Meeting.

B.  The Committee will use the criteria specified in Appendix A for evaluating the articles.

C.  The Committee Chair will establish a practical and effective method for the Committee to convert its evaluations into measurable ratings. The method of rating should, however, be accompanied by at least paragraph-length narrative evaluations of each article by each Committee member.  The method of rating, along with the results of the ratings and all the narrative evaluations, will be forwarded to the Editorial Board Chair.  This is a reporting procedure only; the Editorial Board Chair is not a judge of the articles or an arbiter of the process.

C.  The Committee Chair, in collaboration with the Committee members, will prepare suitable narrative citations for any articles selected to receive the Award.  This citation will be read by the Committee Chair at the MAC Business Meeting or at a special award ceremony in conjunction with the Spring Meeting.  The citation will also be published in the MAC Newsletter and in Archival Issues.

D.  The Editorial Board Chair will include a brief report on the activities of the Norton Award Committee in his/her spring report to Council.

Adopted by Council, 

APPENDIX A:  CRITERIA FOR

RANKING NOMINATIONS

1.  The importance of the topic and the value of the article to archivists.  This should encompass the article’s:

a.  contribution to the body of archival theory and knowledge

b.  breadth of impact on the archival profession

c.  practical usefulness to Archival Issues readers

2.  The originality of the article as illustrated by:

a.  evidence of original research

b.  presentation of new information or findings

c.  new insights or approaches to long-standing problems or issues of concern to the profession

3.  Research methods and use of bibliographical sources including:

a.  quality of interpretation, generalizations, conclusions, and/or recommendations

b.  quality and extent of reference to relevant literature

c.  scholarship and the use of data

4.  Quality of overall presentation, including:

a.  readability, style, and grammar

b.  organization of the article

c.  effective use of graphs, charts or other means to enhance presentation

� Ernst Posner, “A Tribute to Margaret C. Norton,” Thorton W. Mitchell ed. Norton on Archives:  The Writings of Margaret Cross Norton on Archival and Records Management (Carbondale, 1975), pp. vii-viii.





� Thorton W. Mitchell, “Introduction,” Norton on Archives, p. xx.





